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Illegal Drug Use: Municipal Affairs and Housing Community Services Staff Help Communities Organize to Address Issue


(September 2007)





Community Services staff in the Libraries, Community and Voluntary Services Branch of Municipal Affairs and Housing are often asked by communities to help them form or organize coalitions to address issues in their communities. One of those community issues is illegal drug use.





Alberta communities have witnessed a rapid increase in illegal drug use. Considerable attention and public concern has been focused on the effects it has on individuals, families and communities.  





Scott Vaughan is a Community Development Officer out of the Stony Plain office and one of the staff who has worked with these coalitions in communities like Leduc, Devon, Stony Plain, Hinton, and Fort Saskatchewan. “We had been approached, not because of any expertise we have in addressing drug issues, but for our process/facilitation skills. No matter what the community issue, we can provide a forum where groups can organize and structure themselves and develop their own local strategies to deal with it.” He also points out that “We connect community leaders across different communities working on the same issue.”   





Kathie Green, AADAC Provincial Prevention Consultant, values their contribution. “AADAC staff across the province speak highly of the valuable role and service that the Community Development Officers provide to their coalitions.”  





To date, Community Services has worked with 20 different communities and have supported more than 29 drug coalition projects, some with work ongoing, and still others being requested. Overall, Community Services completed 653 projects last year, and since April this year are at 424.





For more information please feel free to contact: 


Dwayne Van Bavel


Libraries, Community, and Voluntary Services Branch


780-644-6987











